critical digest 


Week at Keeps You Informed of the Current Broadway Criticel Scene 
NeYeQpenings This Week 
lady from the Sea-Fulton, 8/7/50. Second "Festival Theatre” presentation fea- 
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tures Luise Rainer in the Ibsen play. The cast includes Herbert Berghof, Steven Hill 
Theodore Newton, Anne Jackson and William Saunders. Sam Wanamaker directede 


Summer Theatre Tryouts 


Variety critics saw slight hope for the seven strawhet debuts coverede Roses 
mary Casey's Once An Actor played at Stockbridge, Massachusetts, struck Russ es bee 
ing a buoyant comedy, slim in story,ené¢chera>terization which might enjoy a slight | 
run in New Yorke Leo Ge Carroll stars in the John Golden productions. PeGe Wodee . 
house's Nothing Serious debut et Skowhegen, Maine, contains a peper thin plot and . 
slow-moving dialogue, comments Lowee Glib sees no chance of Broadway audiences hav- 
ing to suffer through Paul Burton-Mercur’s Tanye which he witnessed at Cedar Grove, 
New Jersey.>slislodrama by Fritz Rotter end Elissa Rohn, The Devil Also Dreams, ster- 
ring Francis Le Sullivan and Claire Luce opened at Somerset, Massachusettse Malo 
liked the production and parts of the script, but felt a general let-down...Familiar 
writing was evidenced by Lee in Williem Happ’s Windfell produced et Westboro, Massa- 
chusetts, where he is assistent stage manegere Local audiences were amused, but 
Broadway audiences will never get the chances 


Bresk It Up, musical comedy at Metunuck, Rhode Island, has a definite Broadway 
possibilities writes Garland, Journel-'‘mericane Nancy -ndrews and ‘\;illiem Eythe head 
the cast, Al Jones is producer and director, Critic thought the second act wes twice 
as promising as the first. With petience, perseverance and planning, he thinks it 
should, would and could pull itself successfully togethers 


Two Views on the New Musical 


Two delayed reports on Mike Todd's Peep Show attacked the dullness of the pro- 
ceedingse George Jean Nathan wishes Todd would learn that nudeness multiplied 48 
times doesn't equal enterteinment. While Hatch, New Republic, thinks the laughter of 
the eudience is really at themselves. They have to laugh at the collection of an- 
cient blackouts and gagse Drwn pounding of Peanuts Mann and juggling of Peiro Bro- 
thers once again came in for praise. 


Weekly Criti te First Festival Show 


Ashley Duke's adaptation of Henry Becque’s Parisienne was penned by Newsweek and 
Cue critics. Cast and production were praised, but they found little wit or anime- 
tion in the script. Keating, Cue, suggested that if cast were more brilliant the 
farce might have been better. As it stands it is of interest only to drema students. 


How to be a Dram Critic 


Garlend, Journal-jmerican, receives 100 queries per year from interested hope- 
fuls who osk him the above question, he revealed at his Fordham University lecture. 
The critic doesn't know the answer, but he did tell how he started as a substitute 
eritic in Baltimore in the days when five or six plays would open on one night. As 
for present working conditions, he thinks they are perfect. No producer or editor 
hes ever influenced his opinionse 


Critical Note 


President Truman attended the opening of Paul Green's Washington, DeCe. pageant, 
Faith of our Fathers...World Telegram & Sun strike continues...Bddie Centor was elec- 


ted president of Jevish Theatricea) Guild 
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Summer Theatres 


The Gay Divorcee, summer theatre packere revivel of the Cole Porter hit musical 
starring Carol Stone, Jack \shiting end Lenore Lonergan, was enjoyed by Wwahls, News, 
and Coleman, Mirror, when shown at John Drew Theatre at Feasthempton, New Yorks. Cole- 
men suggested that producers should keep Miss Lonergan in mind when casting the road 
company of Gentlemen Prefer Blondes, while he thinke dancer Joan iiann is ripe for 
Broedweye Garland, Journal-sAmerican, wasn't as impressed with the show when he view- 
ed it at Princeton, New Jerseys He hadn't realized the 1933 show was so “key holey". 


Rice, Post, made four summer show stops. Citing 28 year old Joe Crosby, produ- 
- eer of Bolten Landing, New York, Theatre, as the symbol of. all-the-Little guys. in the 
business, the Post droma editor told how Crosby and staff have built up a reputétion 
and eudience in the lake George areae Falmouth, Messachusetts Playhouse run by 
Richard jldrich enchanted the critic. Gertrude Lewrence is heaving & romp there with 
Dennis King in Traveler's Joy, but Rice devoted his column to the huge theatres.eAt 
Nantucket, Massechusetts he found two small, but active theatres. Margaret Fawcett’s 
Straight Wharf Theatre plays established hits. Rice picked Patricia Gnith as the 
most promising young actress he has seen bo far this seasonse.seBarn Stages on Nentuck= 
et presents © variation of theatre-in-the+round, using different walls and levels of 
the buildings He. praised this group for their industYictisnéss dard 
bilities. It is his kind of a ewummer theatre. . 


* Interview Round Up ' 


VICTOR JORYeeeStar of The. Spider, now touring: summer circuit, thinks first night New 
York audiences are stuffy, very dull end flate The audiences after thot are: out-of- 
towners who come to enjoy the show, he seid in an interview over RGB, Schenectadye 
The letter's reactions are like those at summer theatres, Jory and family bre toure 
ing country in revivel of the Oursler=Brentano comedy-teame 


HARRIETT AMESeeeCo-sponsor of Festival Theatre will be our next big woman producer, 
predicts Wetts, News. Woman who spells her first name with two 't‘s at the sugges- 
tion of an Atlantic City phrenologist, expects to produce severcl shows on her owne 
She thinks Arthur Schwartz will some day write a great American musical. 


TOM HOITEReeeLeading player of Kiss Me, Kete and oldest actor now on Broadway sang his 
' revised hit "Don’t Bite the Hend that Feeds You" on MBS Serdis. Song which ‘sold a 
million copies during first world war has new lyrics which epply to Communists heree 


“MOUSIE" GRFENeeeNew York's first woman ticket broker end former Ziegfeld girl has a 
happy time running her agency at 705 Madison Avenue, Denis, Post, learnede She en- 
tered the business et the suggestion of her friend, JeJeShuberte It cost her $7,000 
to remodel a $28 a month epertment on 74th Street. ; 


RAY. BOLGFReeedhera's Charley? ster hasn't. grown stale ofter two, yeara in the same... 
show, he told \/CBS Bill Leonards He might feel that his performance is under par, 
but the enthusiasm of the eudiences buoys him upe His first love is the stage be- 
cause of the physical contect with the audience, but he might do enother movie if 
the right script comes alonge 


JUDITH EVELYNeesCoestar of recent Getting Married, which closed in los -ngeles is 
beck in New Yorkhunting for ®@ script, she revealed on /CBS Margaret ..rlene She tries 
to keep learning ond doing her job at the same time. Thus she sets herself a proe- 
gram of reading and studying. For sport she enjoys a fast game of baseball or riding 
in an outboerd motor boate 
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ape Green. Room Department 


THEATRE & TVeeeTV may provide the last ing cure for the ever fabulous conidia predict 
the Hartmans in Variety. Their hit, Tickets Pleage’ was developed from a TV se- 
ries, much of the casting was done by spotting acts on TV, Video can help reise 
money for shows. In the theatre itself, TV monitor tubes can aid pore in poor 


seats, the stage hands and the actors. 


HELP PLFASEseeProducers of Festival Theatre's Parisienne have sent out shenerts drame 
editors and critics asking for play suggertions. Several critics commented that 
four plays alreedy listed were very .weake 


“Pin” MOVIES URGED..eHollywood producers should rush to New York to see the revivel 
of Peter Pen, urges Cox, Woman's Days They would see both adults and children 
enthralled by the Barrie fentasy. After seeing, they should rush back to make a 


film version of the play. 


ON OR OFF BROADWAY..eProducers of All the King’s Men, which played at the off<Broadwey 
President Theatre, complained that their show wasn’t rated fairly. Rice, Post, 


thinks the producers are to bleme. If they hed listed their presentation as 
"Off Broadway" they would have received more lenient appraisels from the critics. 
Instead the critics panned the show which was forced to close after @ week*s run» 


KING’S REVIP/SeeeKing of Thailand asked Mike Todd to send him the reviews of his mng 
in Peep Showe The producer, reports Lyons, Post, screened them end sent only the 
favorable onese "He's a very sincere kid,” said Todd, "and I don't want to hurt 
his feelingse" Several of the critics suggest ed that the King should not give up 


his throne to become a song writer. : 


CRITIC CRASHES PARTYeeeGarlond, Journal-American, crashed the Hartmans Sunday lawn 
party at their Long Islend Sound home. He discovered that the producers and cast 
of Tickets Please} are just one big happy Broadway family, Critic billed their 
current show as "Look, Leugh end Linger Show", 


SWISS MISSESeeeAmerican and British students et Swiss boarding schools and colleges 
attend the theatre once a week, It is part of their language training in a coune 
try with three languages, details Holland, Stagee Many revivols of foreign plays 
@re presented in several cities, but few plays by Swiss playwrightse Critics are 


harsh, and praise only "first rate” shows. 


BENEFIT PROBLEMS ectors always say ‘yes* to invitetions to attend such benefits 
as the Society for the Protection of Penquin Eggs, is something Oormelia Otis 
Skinner will never understands Her article in Equity magazine doesn't attempt to 
suggest. a solutions because me. can see no way out of such commitment se 


THEATRE NNFRSee British theatre menners were chided in en editorial in the Buglish 
trade paper, The Stages Editorial suggested that smoking of big, black cigars, 
passing of drinks ot important places in the plays and substituting boos for 
laughter and: tears might be going to the extreme. Letecomers and excessive. 


telkers were also attacked, 


O*NEIL'S EARLY SINSsesThe reputation of the playwright will not be injured by the un- 


. authorized publication of “Lost Plays of Bugene O'Neil” comments Watts, Poste 
But it is a rether shabby trick on the authore A living pleyrright chould sheve 


the right to- conceal his eerly, misguided ef forte. 


R-NDQ ITEMSeseLionel Hale, British critic has written a play entitled The Loved and 
Joste.oKen Barr, ‘designer and owner of a shop at Fire Island, may do the sets for 


Wedeoott Gibbs Season in the Sun--Vivien Leigh has been lined up for 17 magazine 
and 25 newspaper interviews during her Hollywood trip..-Anthony Farrell will 


bring the summer tryout Ancel_in the Pawnshop by ABeShiffrin in Octobere 


* A Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance * 


ees @ 


Shows are reted as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will be 
hits. “So-So " means the critic did not state directly if he recommended the show 
for en entertaining or stimulating evening. 


le NY Times ll. Newark News 2le Catholic orld 
2. NY Herald Tribune 12. Women's Wear Daily 22e Commonweal 

3e NY News 13. Deily iorker 236 Cus 

4 WY Mirror 14, Wall Street Journal 24¢ ChreScie Monitor 
5e NY Compass (PM, Star) 15 Journal of Commerce 25e Ste Review Lite 
NY Post George Jean Nathan 26. Newsweek 

Te NY Sun (Morehouse) 17. Morning Telegraph 270 Time 

8. NY Journal American 18. Variety 28. Nation 

9e NY World-Telegram and Sun 19e Billboard 29e New Republic 


10. Brooklyn Fagie 20, Theatre Arts 306 New Yorker 
| 
The Cocktail Prot 21 votese Cont 
16-306 4 
The Consul-Berrymore, Prot 27 votese Cons 236 So-50% 6-29. q 
Death of Selesman=torosco, 2/10/49¢ Pros 28 votes. Cont 296 Sd=50% 276 


Detective Story~-Hud son, 3/23/49 Prot 21 votese Cont 13. Nonet 
28296 


Gentlemen Prefer Blondeg-Ziegfeld, 12/8/49. Prot 21 votes. Sane 6-21-28, 
So2S0 Nonet 256 


The Happy Time=Plymouth, 1/24/50. Pros 21 votes. Cont Nore s 13 
Kiss Me, Kate~Shubert, 12/31/48. Pros 28 votese Cont None: 28. 


The Member of the Wedding-Empire, 1/5/506 Pros 26 votese Cont l6e 2-22-30 
Mister Roberts-Alvin, 2/13/48. Pros 24 votes. Cont 21-246 So-Sos 13-16-176 


Peep ShoweVinter Garden, 6/28/50. Prot Cont 
So-Sor 3-14-18. Nonet 


Peter Pen-Imperial, 4/24/50. Pros 21 votes. Gons 6-14-19. 


South Pacificellejestic, 4/8/4% Pros 19 votes. Cont 27s 236 
Nonet 5-10-19] 


Texas Li'l Derlin'-Hellinger, 11/25/49 Prot 12 votes. Cont 13407-80181 
SowS08 Nones 25256 


Where's Charley?eSt.James, ‘10/11/48, Prot 16 votese Cont 
25-260 So-Sot 4827. Nonet 


The Wisteria Treeg-Martin Beck, 3/29/30. Prot 15 votese Con: 


So-508 


Tickets Please}=Coronet, “4/21/50. Prot 21 votese Cons So-S08 266 
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